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Lette. 


GENTLEMEN, 

As war has been deelared, in -your persons, 
agamst the Liberty of the press, I shall ther efore. need no 
apolocy for addressing you, even if { had not been marked 
out, asa fellow-victim in the intended sacrifice, which 
interest od folly would offer as grateful incense at the 
shrine of official delinquency. T have, for the moment, 
escaped ; but as I do not mean to lef avy appre hension 
of the sting of these political niusquitos, interrupt me in 
my course, it is apg they will ere long renew their 
impotent attempts t o sting me. The grand juries before 
Whom they have ventured to present indictments against 


von, have been less careful —[ will not sav less honest— 
Vo.. Vi, No, 19. 
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and you will have to buckle on your armour for imwe 
diate contest ; for I am persuaded you will not yiek! 
without a str uggle, nor whine ys ourselves into the hye ena~ 
like lenity of your accusers. : 
To enter into any enquirv upon the subject-matter of 
your several ¢ iffences, would be unnecessary :—betause 
you have to take your stand against an illegal conspi- 
racy of ministerial minions, whose object is to ‘sup- 
press, by brute force, the publication of sentiments 
which impugn the mischies ous system of misrule upon, 
which they ftatlen, but which presses all the political and 
moral energies ef the nation to the carth! This com- 
bination is a suceedaneum to the spy and sabre sys- 
tem; and is expected to accomplish what a system of 
espionage, the drawn sabre, and the gagging bills were 
unable to effect. It is one of the many ; faces which the 
Janus of our mischievous system wears. The members 
of such an association confess they have not cunning to 
play the parts of Oliver aad Castles; nor courage 
enough, to act the characters of the Manchester bra~ 
Voes; though the yeomanry were as recreant cowards as 
ever imbibed valour from brandy ; and Oliver as great 
an ass as ever was trusted with the secrets of the long- 
eared fraternity. They propose, therefore, to make the 
wealth which they have conjured out of the public poke 
contribute to the ruin of public liberties, by hiring legal 
and other mercenaries to do for them, what they dare not 
attempt todo for themselves:—as a fellow who usurped 
an esiate from the right ewner, devotes half its rental 
io fee counsellors to maintain a suit in equity against both 
law and justice. We have already imported much of 
the Trish system of jurisprudence, which flourished so 
much under the sanguinary showers, which blessed the 
administration of a yery noble lord : and this association 
is an import of the principles of the orange societies, 
white boys, black boys, and other friends of confusion, 
who would maintain the cause of social order, by knock - 
ing on the head any individual who is not either knave 
or “foo! enough to wear what colours, or speak what 
watch-word they may be pleased to put into his mouth. 
If the press does not destroy these unlicked whel ps ot 
Usorder. they will net destroy the press, (for in England, 
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{ hesitate not to assert, that it cannot be destroyed,) but 
ihey will fill our streets with broils and tumults—they will 
kindle an infuriate spirit which will allay its sanguinary 
thirst in blood,—and render England what Ireland is— 
a theatre, where the worst passions are the most culti- 
vated, as if it were just policy to manufacture criminals, 
that the examples of the law might have due eflect. 
That this society is illegal, in these times alone. will 
avail us nothing, in our defence against it; for we are 
reformers; and every thing that sets up a pretence of 
supporting the abuses of the day, is allowed the plea of 
meaning well ; while all the contrary side is received as 
an evidence of meaning ill; and while it is said the law 
can reach every one, it is quite clear that it wld not 
reach a certain class of offenders. And were Sir John 
Sewell convicted of heading an illegal conspiracy against 
the rights and liberties of his country, as I think he 
ought to be, and his no-gentleman tool of attorney, for 
aiding and abetting in such conspiracy, I take it for 
granted they would neither be transported for life, like 
ihe imnocent Bruce, nor imprisoned for two years and a 
half, like the praiseworthy Mr. Hunt; whose crime was 
that of. daring to associate with thousands of peaceable 
reformers, in a legal attempt to recover their inalienable 
pee For were Murray and Sewell fairly convicted, and 
fully sentenced, the fate of Sir Manassah Lopez is a good 
stimulus to ministerial service. A term of imprisonment 
is easily remitted to a faithful servant; and as orders, 
especial orders, were sent into Yorkshire not to arrest 
Oliver—it is easy to imagine that ministerial favour is 
an effectual security against the severity of offended jus- 
tive. Any altack, therefore, upon the legality of this.so- 
ciely, would either fazl, or be useless. The worst 
censure we could expect from a judge, would be 
that they were a set of well-meaning Dogberries, 
“who in the effervescence of their undebauched loy~ 
alty, had been tco zealous to have it written down 
that they were asses ;—-and though he might regret, 
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“sir Robert Wilson expresses this sentiment hetter, in the 


House of Commons :-—he says, tt was not the offence, but ye 
MAN WHO Was DUDIShCd. 
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“ aatural they should run as indisereetly to their de- 
fence overs to — their mistress’ quarrels! I 
“em sure, my lords, you willallow me to appeal to your 
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safein England. 1 doubt not your ability to defend the 
matter prosecuted upon its own merits. But, after the 
conviction of Mr. Hunt, of the [’xaminer—the conviction 
of Mr. Hunt at York—the conviction of Major Cartwriehi 
at Warwick—and a still more extraordinary conviction 
at Lancaster, at the last assizes, of Mr. T. Kvans, the 
Editor of the Manchester Observer, against the decided 
objection even of Mr. Justice Bailey—it must be evident, 
that if the parties interested in the prosecution have any 
influence in the selection of a jury, they will select men, 
who if necessary, would be prepared to return a verdict 
of guilty, if their patrons should indict a man for the 
offence of reading by candle-light, meaning thereby to 
bring the saz into contempt! It is astonishing that the 
press, Which has so nobly advucated the rights of others, 
should have never extended its hundred hands in its own 
defence against the most formidable enemy it possesses— 
acorrupt system of special guries! I may say without 
vanity, that I alone have ever devoted the full power of 
a single press towards this important objeet—that I have 
incessantly, though ineffectually endeavoured to rouse 
the press to this all-important task. The veil which 
ages had wrapped round this increasing abuse, } alone, 
as far as the press is concerned, have even dared, to 
attempt to snatch aside, or to tear asunder, There is 
an idle jealousy prevailing among some portions of the 
press, which renders the fall of a coadjutor considered 
as a removal of a competitor ; and the selfish feeling is 
too intent upon the little it could gain, to think of the 
much it hazards, by the establishment of a tyrannous en- 
gine which may be soon directed against itself. Another 
portion has been influenced by that ¢nrdolence which 
declines to meet a difficulty until it knocks at its own 
door, and it is obliged to answer, when it may be 
prepared with no suitable reply. Hence the special jury 
system, the abuses of which for ages escaped detection, 
has had its enormity detected almost in vain. In Lon- 
don a most important victory has been achieved, by the 
dispersion of the frained band of special jurors; and 
the substitution of a list, if not of all it ought to con- 
tain, at least of too many to render it possible to stuffs 
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eannel with the roffen oranges presented to Mr. Herne 
‘Tooke ; for his choice! Ina great measure, however, 
the system still prevails in all our courts—in the Ex- 
chequer altogether—in the provincial departments uni- 
versally—and i in Middlesex to a degree sufficient to ren- 
der the chance of an inipartial trial ‘extremely uncertain. 
The defence of Mr. Lunt, of the Examiner deserves the 
laurel wreath, or the civic crown, fer the clearness of its 
arguments, and the conviction of his conclusions. Yet 

a Middlesex Special Jury was found to return him 
guilty ; and his doom will be the duisgeon, or an attack 
upon the little profits of a useful and “laborious employ- 
ment. 

When the keen eye and sagacious mid of Mr. Charles 
Pearson detected the abuses practised in the Crown Office, 
1 was infinitely less pleased at any personal advantage | 
might derive, than at the idea that ene of the most ellec- 
tual maces of a despotism over political literature, was 
atruck from the hands of power. I had passed already 
through the ordeal of two old special jury trials, and 
from circumstances which by many would be deemed 
entirely providential, had the good fortune to come 
unharmed out of the fire. Against the renewal of the 
proceedings, I had determined to make a resclute stand, 
by refusing ic be a party to them:—and my consequent 
endeavours, powerfully assisted by Mr. Pearson, (whose 
own exertions in the cause are beyond all praise, as they 
were beyond all assistance) were disinterestedly made 
in the common cause. Hlad the press done its duty— 
had it sounded the alarm, as it ought to have done, and 
shewn to the public the danger to which the public 
watchmen were exposed, not from the law, but from the 
abuses of the law, the matter must have ‘attracted the 
notice of the legislature, and a remedy must have been 
afforded ; for the abuses are so gross, as in the eye of 
reason to admit of no defence ; and a legislature capable 
of defending the consequences of such abuses, would 
have better answered its own purposes, by formally abo- 
lishing all liberty of the press! Tut PRESS WAS SILENT! 
The pwbdic attention could not be called to the subject, 
by one writer, who was the less attended to, on the one 
hand, because he had burst through the toils - and in th: 
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other-—trom motives which it Were dacless. fo aletal, 
Some members of the legplature, amongst. whom was 
Lord Folkestone, did entertain a wish that the subject 
should be properly examined ; but itis -ufficieatly known 
that no public good can be effected without the public 
are strongly excited : and the means of that excitation 
were wnhappily Withheld. So deophy has this torpor 
prevailed, that when the splendid talents of Mir. Denman 
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hundred pounds each, even if all their indictments are 
negatived by the juries by whom they are tried! It is 
however, here to’ be remembered, that though the crown 
pays no costs, this illegal conspiracy are answerable for 
the expences to which they may subject those they fail to 
convict; and though the remedy be as bad as the disease, 
it will be as well to attack them’ in that mode. Had the 
indictment been found against me, I would have refused 
to plead to it, until my ostensible persecutor appeared 
and gare security for the expences, in the event of 
his failure. 

The sovicty, asa society, is mere “ humbugging,” to 
uke & coarse but appropriate term. No action can be 
sustained against it; as a society ; for it is unknown, and 
can never become known to the law. This is the hope 
of escape, and security, to the things that compose it, let 
matters turn ouf as they may, for if their indictments are 
pleaded to, and issue joined, without security, there 1s noe 
redress to be obtained. Mr. Secretary Murray will 
sneak out of court, with the Chairmen Sir John behing 
his tail, as soon as the words nof guilty are pronounced ; 
—and the harrassed individual may condole himself with 
the reflection he will not have imprisonment to add te 
robbery! An association for the prosecution of definite 
erimes is materially different. There the crime is com- 
muted, before they move; and their grounds of suspicion 
are generally such as cannot be mistaken. But here the 
question is, whether a crime has been cominitted, or 
not? And those who insist on trying that question, are 
bound by the principles of our commen law, which is 
still older than eur libel law, to give security: to indem- 
nify all whom they subject to what may be found un- 
justifiable charges. By getting security for the expences, 
we shall get what is of more consequence—an o4ject on 
whom: to direct the public attention. At present the 
society is behind the screen; and we have only two or 
three names, who may have no other coadjutors than the 
chairs and tables. Sir John Sewell may have only ap- 
peared once, in the character of Chairman; and having 
done his officc, may like the ghost in Hamlet, have sunk 
quietly into the sepulchre, alias, under the table! And 


ofall the array of nobles and ge j 
e rcotles, gaffers and ; 
Vou, VI. 0, 19, & ;gaflers and goodies, 
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there may only remain, besides the money, Mr. —_ fry 
Murray, who will no doubt apply it to its proper pure 
poses, amongst which swelling out his own bill of round 
charges may be the most esse ential. A demurrer to the 
indictment will set this question at rest; and oblige the 
society to bring out its men of straw, as well as their 
money. 

The principal object of this address was to call your 
attention to the mode of preparing juries to try these 
eases. When a Tory tries Whiggism, or W higgism tries 
Toryi ista, or either try the principles of Radical Reform, 
we know which way the verdict will be given. 1 will 
say nothing of any bias in the mind of the judge, as he 
ought to have no influence with your juries - but against 
a prejudiced jury, it is your duty to take every possible 
precaution. I refer you to what i have already ‘published 
on the subject, for much information:—and to a work 
printed many years ago, but only now published, by Mr. 
Jeremy Bentham. It was written when it was only cnown 
that special juries were packed:—it has sinee been as- 
serted that they ought to be, and were ¢egallyso packed. 
That this is false, needs no refutation. The prosecution 
of between twenty and thirty persons, for the sale of 
Major Hogau’s pamphiet against the Duke of York, ia- 
duced Mr. Bentham to turn his attention to this subject ; 
and his observations deserve particular attention. 

After the remark that a /é4e/ is whatever happens te 
displease those who have the power of punishing it, he 
draws the following picture of special jurors :— 


“*JurYMEN.—Special Jurymen, are the persons you pro- 
pose to address. But, whatever you had to say, it being to 
this effect, is there any the least chance that they would listen 
to you?) The men whom, under the name of Jurymen—spe- 
cial jurymen, you would, on any such occasion, have to deal 
with, are they in fact what they are said to be, and in general 
supposed tv be’ On any occasion, such as that in question, 
are they really irce to follow the dietates of their own judg- 
ment? Can you see any the smallest probability of their 
doing so? Sach were the _ stions suggested to me by sg 
Publication of the late Sheriff, Sir Ri chard Phillins, and, 
My unspe: ikable astonishment, no sooner were they formed fies 
they received, eacti vi them, t a appichension, a decided me- 
EGlive, 
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¢ fy common with such others of my countrymen, whose edu- 
cation has conducted them through the ordinary paths of his- 
cory, Ehad road of a species of judicial abuse, which, under 
the name of packing, had on this or that occasion, broken out 
in former times, and in particular in the proiligate, and arbi- 
trary reigns of the two last Stuarts; but this practice called 
packing, a word which, when thus applied, had never pre- 
sented itself to my mind but in the character of the denomina- 
tion of a state crime, nor that exemplified but rarely, and un- 
der a disastrous state of things long since past, had been 
moulded into a system, had become an established practice— 
a sort of practice which by the quality of the practitioners has, 
as ship-money had once, acquired the force of law; and that 
in thac character it had fouud, in the person of the Chief 
Judge of one of the three great common law courts, not ouly 
an agent, perlaps an author to avow it, but moreover a 
champion to defend it. 

‘‘ For some time E could scarce give credit fo nty own eyes. 
Am J indeed awake ?—Is not this a dream? —What century is 
this ?—Can it be the 19th ?—Is it not the 17th!—Whao reigns 
now ?—Can it be a Brunswick ?—Is it not a Stuart king come, 


according to the prophetic and once loyal hymn, * Come to his 
Own again® 


“It is but too true. Under the name of a Jury- -under the 
name even of that supposed iniproved species of Jury, a special 
Jury, we have, in fact, avowedly, in that court in which most 
use is nade of special Juries, and at pleasure in the only other 
judicatory in the corruption of which the servants of the crown, 
and their adherents, can, as such, have eny special interest—a 
standing body of assessors, instruments tenanted in common by 
the leading meinbers of administration, by the Judges, and by 
the other crown-lawyers—-troops enlisted, trained, and paid by 
the crown lawyers, liable to be cashiered, each of them, at any 
time, and without a word of explanation, each of them at the 
instance of any of the above indefinite multitude of inspectors, 
as well as by the hand of the recruiting officer who enlisted 
them, and they know not who besides—tools, in effect, of the 


very power to which in pretence and appearance, they aie a 
check. 


‘¢ Great would be the error, if it were supposed ihat, so far 
as concerns the security afforded by Juries, the higher eriminal 
cases excepted, we are, uuder this special jury system, no 
worse off than our ancestors were in the time of the two last 
Stuarts. Package of Juries was in those times no more than 
an effort cf casual violence and passion, losing more by the ge- 
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neral irritation it produced, than by the particular advantage af 
ihe sageeut al could gain. TL now, as will be secon, becom: , 
a negular, a quietly established, and quietly suffered System. 


“Not” only is the yoke already aboul. our necks, but VUE Heck» 


are already fashione 1 to it.’ 


Are you prepared for a trial before such a tidhaeeed 
Are you willing to be sacrificed to the asstunplion of 
capricious and arbitrary power on the part of the inate: 
of the Crown Office? Will vou allow yourselves, with- 
out an effort to prevent it, to be sent toa dungeon by such 
parties, as your ailversaries may choose tocondemn. Tt 
is quite absurd to tell us, there i is a sufficient cuarantee 
in the ability and impartiality of the judge. We are to 
rely only upon the law,—plam, open, definite law, which 
We must not abandon, under any expe etation of favour 
to ourselves. The Court of King’s Bench, out of mer, 
favour to me, once offered me, nay, ordered Me, a ew 
trial, since the Crown had tuted to secure its conviction 
in the first instance. [ was assured it would be the 
Aetter for all parties, but I was too dull to perceive any 
advantage to me, who was already secured against the 

consequences of the first :—and I very modestly declined 

the favour intended me. Juries are our supposed checks 
against the possible bias of judges, who, moving in the 
aphere > of the court, may be easily supposed to participate 
in the court feeling, rather than in the popular feeling, 
when the iwo should chance to differ. . 

Bentham well observes, that men never hke to be 
checked—the bad from a wish to do evil—and. the good 
from a jealousy of the suspicion entertained of their doing 
wrong. Law, however, disregards these feelings, and 
to secure justice, pr ovides the check !—whieh special yu- 
ries seem to have heen invented for the especial purpose 
of removing! After some pointed illustrations of the 
modes by which checks may be removed; and illustrat- 
ing them, by the principles of the special jury system, of 
absotute nomination, emolument, and the influence ot 


fear acting upon the loye of gain, he SHYS -— 


“Apply the principle of permanence, there they are—yor' 
meu—always at land: and the lonver you have had them 
where they are, ilie surer of them, on ‘each occa fOr, you 
may de, 
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‘* Furies, packed in tle old mode, are like wood pigeons for 
ubich the woods must be hunted ere they be iu a state of requi- 
sition fur the cook—or like those wild Aorses which a Spanish 
Creole has to scamper after in the plains ere he is in readiness 
to take his ride. Juries packed in what will be seen to be the 
new niode, packed with the advantage of the principle of per- 
munence, are like pigeons taken out of a dove-house, or like 
tnose’ well-broken geldings which av Englishman keeps im his 
stable, 7 74 

“In Juries, ina word, permanence is exactly what if is in 
arunes: itis the work of the same policy 1) beth cases. . It 
Was, hen as yet there were vo standing armies, that the 
coarse and precavious operation of extempore package, packing 
without the aid of permanence, was employed in the case of Ju- 
rics, As our armies required their stability, so did our Juries : 
and now that, under the pressure of national hecessity, our ar- 
mies, strengthened by that principle, have swelled to so unex- 
ainpled a magnitude - now itis, as will be seen, that without ary 
such necessity, without any other more cogent cause than con- 
venience, uunbders in Juries not being susceptible of merease, 
luis partof the establisumeut has receivedits improvement, and 
that to the degree of perfection that will be seen m the shape of 
permanence say permancnee, bul never without remembering 
the enereased facilities it eiturds tor package. | 

“ Convenience, aud nothing more. But whut more was need- 
ful? For it was the convenience, as we shall see, of great 
clraracters, tu those high situations, in whicli, in the conventence 
of the mdividual, there is apt to be more of cogency than in the 
niccesstty of nations. 

‘* At the outset, packing having been practised, when as-yet 


‘there was tn Juries no such thing as permanence, the principle 


ot packege came unavoidably to be spaken of antecedcntly, aud 
thus fat in contradistinction to the principle ef permanence, But 
vow, st tins stave of the inquiry, it will be sufficiently apparent 
(tus hoped) that of these two principles, dne is iveluded ia the 
other: wud that, by the principle of permanence as applied to 
Furies, 1s to be understuod permanence and package together : 
peckage with the benefit of perimanence, aud perusanence for 
ihe purpose of package.” 


am decidedly of opinien with Nir. Benthans, that such 
yurtes are worse than none, and that a Star-chamber 
would be preferable to a covertly-pensioned jury; be- 
rauss pariies “ judging openly and avowedly in their 
* gum cause, —executing the operation of conviction and 
“ puntshipent. rt the scwe femte, with the same hands— 
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“thie apparent, as well as read union of functions, nt 
‘s * pre resent so erroneously supposed to be disjoined, would 

‘ be sufficient to point towards them, the attention of 
- (the public eye; weak as every cheek must be, the ae- 
‘tion of wuich is to be conveyed up into so high a 
“ sphere, sume check, and that a read one, they would 
‘have; Whereas, in the existing case, ¥ ile the phan 


** ta: mayoric vision OF a check display s iisell, of the rea- 
“tity no signs have ever yet been visible.” A judge 


without a jury would also be — le, tor a similar 
reason: because the fate of the victina restiny completely 
in his own hands, and his public character being i i) SOM 
degree resporsible for his public conduct. he would have 
a motuve for lemencey of punishment. if he had none for 
the strict observance ot justice; but where a judge only 
appears to be carryme inte eflect the previous decision 
of a jury, he is not perso natty responsibic for any excess 
of punts ‘hme nts- -while the jurors having no responsibi- 
lity, at the heats of an influenced jury, there is neither 
hope of justice, nor prospect of redress. 

it has now devdivell upon you, Gentlemen, to fight 
this dast baitle for constitutional rights. The liberty of 
ihe press hasaiever existed, buat jn the courage of ats 
randuciors > and it has always been the constant subject 
of persceniicn by artifice, where open force has failed. 
BY a decided stand against jury corraplons, alone, can 
you even expect fo save vourselves from the mevitable 
consequences of such allacks. You have tbe means be- 
fore you. ‘Tie labours of Sir Richard Philips first ex- 
eavated this mime of corruplion ;-—and itis on the basis 
of huis labours. that Mr. Bentham has formed bis treatise. 
“pce then ol hes been probed atilt deeper > but it is ne- 
cessary that the terch of public enquiry should be car- 
ried info its darkest corners, apd most pestilential re- 
cesses, A very celebrated fare ford, who was mueh 
more celebrated when he was wo lord, when applied te 
in aid of an attack upon special juries, answered the 


—+—— wold as soon part wilh their. si alaries as their 
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happy contrivance winch rendered the Treasury secure 
of its victims, has: already given way. The sub- 
ject is even now pending before the Court of King’s 
Bench; and, until some firm ground shall be obtained 
for footing, what has been conquered must be guarded 
with unceasing vigilance, and the attack upon the cita- 
del of corruption ‘be incessantly repeated. The Press, 
it may be expected, will make common cause in defence 
of so many of its members, when it perceives that the 
blow aimed at one te-day, may be to-morrow aimed at apy 
other. The interest which any individual can have in 
such a question, is lost in its magnitude, as it concerns 
the whole; and he who can pause what be ventures, 
in such acase, deserves to be fer ever treated as re- 
creant, slave, and coward. We must bestir ourselves 
in time, and effectually, if we expect any favourable re- 
sult. Jdo nol suspect the Ministry with having insti- 
iuted this Society, any mere than they made Mester 
OZever a villain . They were contented with finding one 
ready manutactured to their hands; and they will be 
content with availing thenselves of whatever service 
this Society can render them, in the way of pereecuting 
their opponents, and as under-strappers to the law-offi- 
cers of the Crown. The things that subscribe, know 
what service would be acceptable to the masters whom 
they wish to please ; , though it 1s evident they are not 
qualitied to run down the game which they would wish 
to kill. But we must not let them have a free course. 
They are not haunds but curs, and will run fast enough, 
if we have courage enough to take them by the beard, 
t have not heard what quantity of loyalty, they have 
bought up, but it is clearly meant for hoarding, and not 
for use. These mock-gallants are conscious of their own 
impotence ; and not. being able to bribe any one to write 
down reform, thev are about to hire lawyers to imprison 
reformers! We shall owe them our thanks, if in mock- 
ing their paltry efforts, we find a purchase for that 
mighty lever, which shall shake down the rotten system 
of pached Juries. If we can secure a fair appeal to the 
rea’ pudlec, against the charges of our PAL aca 
we shall have gained much for the cause of Reform :— 
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but so great an object cannot be expected without ade- 
quate exertions. In the full comiidence, those cxertions 
will be made, I remain, 


Your friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 


. - - - Se ene 
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NOTICE 2. 8TRAQRDINARY. 
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WANTED immediately authentic information on the 
aubject of the doyalty of any, or all, of the subscribers 
to the Bridge Street Club of Conspirators avrainst the 
Press. Any particulars of the cause of their loyalty—in 
its origin, or reasons for its continuance, will be thank- 
fully received from the Anzghé at the head, to the attor- 
ney, who is the tail, or handle, of the institution. As it is 
sadly suspected the whole may turn out but a sad con- 
cetn, it is necessary to caution the public against parting 
with their money under false pretences ;—as either from 
ignorance, or malignity, the said club has preferred 
charges against highly constitutional principles, in support 
of the slavish tenets of the day. No great reward can 
be offered for the required information; but as much as 
any proofs 0° individual, or collective loyalty. belonging 
to the society, are worth, will be cheerfully paid. Ru- 
tours being abroad that some of the members are not 
quite sane, and that it is probable the malady may be 
catching by the association, it is advisable that the noto- 
rious madmen may he specified ; as in case of any prose- 
cution for conspiracy. or obtaining money under false 
pretences, their insanity may have due weight with the 
prosecutors ! Satisfactory proof that any of them have 
been ‘ life-and-fortune, or last guinea men,” will be 
allowed as proof of incurable insanity :—and much 
allowance will be made fur such aberrations of intellect 
as being members of yeomanry corps, if not officers, nor 
receiving besides any emolument from the present system 
of affairs. Positive orders from their wives may excuse 
those who plead petticoat government: and known fools 
may plead their privilege of custom ! 


TRAE BLACK DWARE. 661 


THE BLACKNEB, No. LXV. 
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My Masters of Misrule! 1 have a crow to pluck with you.” 
Op Prar 


424. True religion is the joint refulgence of all the virtaes, 
It resembles the sun, ‘ at whose sight all the stars hide their di- 
‘minished heads.’ [t breathes benevolence and love to man. 
The truly pious serve God, their Creator, and benefactor, with 
their whole soul :—they honour and love him, net so mucir for: 
the sake of their promised reward, as for the benefits they have. 
received; and are more actuated by gratitude than hope. They 
are severe to themselves, and compassionate to others. They 
endeavour to reclaim the erroneous, not by severity, but meek- 
ness. They are always similar to themselves; and serve God 
uniformly, not by fits and starts. ‘They are at peace with all 
men. They comfort the afflicted, support the distressed, and 
clothe the naked. ‘They neither exult in prosperity, uor sink in 
adversity ; but remain contented with the wil! of God, and pa- 
liently bear those afflictions he is pleased to lay upon them. 
They shew their piety—not in theory, but jn practice,—not iv 
words, but works. They are not led by fear, ambition, or 
worldly interest, but. by love to the Author of their being.. 
They strive to promote the good of all meu, and labour to se- 
a eternal bliss. — The Tablet, or Dicture cf Real Life, &. 
17 2, : 


re en 


4:25, Avy zeal is proper far religion but the zeal of the sword, 
and the zeal of anger :—this is the bitterness of zeal, and itis, 
a certain temptation to every man against his duty; for if the 
sword turns preacher, and dictates propositions—by empire ip- 
stead of arguments, and engraves them in meu’s hearts with a. 
poniard, that it shall be death to believe what I mnocently 
and ignorantly am persuaded of,— it must needs be unsafe 
try the spirits, to try all things, to make enquiry. And et, 
without this liberty, no man can justify himself before God: or 
mau, nor confidently say his religion ts hest ; since he cannot, 
without a final danger, make himself able to give a right sen- 
tence, and to follow that which he fiuds to be thebest.. This’ 
may ruin souls, by making hypocrites, or careless aud ‘com- 


Von. VI, No. 19. 
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pliant against conscience or without it; but it does not save 
souls, though peradventure it should force them to a good opi- 
nion. This is tnordtnation of zeal; for Christ, by reproving 
of Peter drawing his sword, even in the cause of Christ, for his 
sacred, and yet injured person, teaches us not to use the sword, 
though in the cause of God, or for God himself,—because he 
will secure his’ own interest, only let him be served as he him. 
self is pleased to command.—Dr. Jeremy Taylor, Bishop of 
Down, Sermon. On Lukewarmness and Zeal, 1681. 


re rt 


426. Q. Are the good always rewarded in this life ? 

A. No, surely, for many virtuous men are miserable here, 
and greatly afflicted. 

Q. Are the ticked always punished in this life ? 

A. No, certainly, for many of them live without sorrow, and 
some of the vilest of men are often raised to great riches and 
honour. 

Q. Wherein then doth God make it appear that he is good 
and righteous € 

A. Lown there is but little appearance of it on earth /*— 
Dr. Isaac Watts. The Improvement of the Mind, 17—. 


canteen 


427. In the State Trials we ave the precedent of a judge, 
a Lord Chief Justice of the Court of King’s Bench, who, to help 
and satisfy the conscience of a juror, treated him with a good 
shaking-bout. The time was soon after the restoration, auno 
1664: the chief justice,—a [7yde, a relation and protegé. ot 
Lord Clarendon’s: the defendant, a dibed@er, an anabaptist ; the 
hbel purely of the heretical class,—a class of libels of which 
happily much has not been heard of Jate years, at least under 
thatname. It was however seditious and venomous enough ; 
and the sedition and venom of it consisted in maintaining, coo- 
trary to the Liturgy, that the proper age for Christians to be 





= 


* What a desecration of the principles of Christianity have we 
here! Jt is much to be regretted that the good Doctor did not in- 
troduce his opinions on the nature and office of conscience, that 
the minds of his readers might have been duly improved on so im- 
portant a subject. A few questions and answers, to prove that 
conscience neither consoles the virtuous nor torments the vicious, 
had completed thie dark circle of siutal magic, and. for ever pre- 
Yented the escape of trath, N. 
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baptized at, was the age the apostles baptized them at,—with 
other abominaticns of the like stamp. 

The juryman, through the medium of whose conscience, the 
consciences of the rest received satisfaction in this mode, bad 
made a visit to the bench, and, as it should seem, by deputa- 
tion of his fellows: permission had been granted, in conse- 
quence of their ‘ desire to know whether ove of them might 
hot come and speak with his lordship, about something where- 
of they were in doubt.” Then the officer ‘‘ called one” (quere 
by whom named—must it not have been by the judge 7) “ and 
he was set upon the clerk’s table, and the judge and he whis- 
pered together a great while; and it was observed that the 
judge, having his hands upon his shoulders, would frequently 
shake him as he spoke to him. Upon this person’s returning, 
the whole jury guickly came in, and being according to custos 
called over by their names, the clerk proceeded — 


Clerk. Are you agreed in your verdict ? 
Jury. Yes, yes. 2 Stat. Tr. 553.” 


The unanimity thus promptly produced,—by which species 
of influence was it produced ?—by the influence of will over 
will, or by the influence of understanding on understanding ? 
perhaps partly by the one, partly by the other.—Jeremy Ben- 
tham. The Elements of the Art of Packing, as applied to 
special juries, ce. 1821. 


4298. Whence is it that there have been factions ina state? 
In commonwealths it was because they did not hold a strict 
hand over their greaf ones, and took no care to keep ont eor- 
fuption: hereupon the manners of the common people were 
depraved, and they followed those whom they thought most 
willing and most able to support them in their vices,—and 
this first divided Rome. Ina monarchy, parues thus took their 
rise; either the prince was weak, unable to assert the regal au- 
thority, or private men grew upon him, and not being in a con- 
dition to suppress bots, he was compelled to court first one and 
then the other side—as his necessities required, himself nou- 
rishing that disease which in the end wasted his power; or, if 
he had false cunning, and meditated in his mind to overthrow 
the laws,—underhand he encouraged parties, kept them equally 
poised, and suffered them to consume their strength one against 
the other, ia hopes they should be both so impaired by their 
mutual strivings, as to be unable to give him opposition; and 
thus to beceme master of the whole at last. Whence came it 
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that countries have been ruined by not consulting natigual 
interest ?-. Bither the prince. himself had bad designs, -or, not 
being endowed with royal virtues, and destitute of wisdom, he 
committed the administration of his affairs to unskilful or cor- 
rupt hands. Whence was it that affecting arbitrary rule hag 
so often thrown this kingdom into civil wars? The fanlt lay 
in the judges, who wrested law, and made it serve the turns of 
power,—and in the ministers, who did not perform their duty 
in representing to the prince the danger of such measvres. 
From whence have arisen those schisms by which the Churck 
has been so often rent asunder, but from neglect or unskilful- 
ness in ‘the general administration?—From neglect, when the 
Temple was suffered to be profaned by the licentious living, 
the pride, ignorance, and vices, of the Clergy, which might in- 
duce many to separate from such whose lives they thought were. 
a blemish to their doctrine : fram unskilfulness,—when the go- 
vernment has believed, that diseases of long growth could admit 
of a sudden cure, that to sharp humours it was better to apply 
corroding medicines than lenitives, and that persecution was 
the only way of reclaiming nonconformists from their errors. 
What has most frequently been the cause of publie wants,— 
but a complication of mismanagements, as-well in the Prince 
as in his ministers? He omitted his part, which was to over- 
Jook them,—and his negligence produced their corruption :— 
they excouraged profusion—as getting most by it, and he negs 
lected economy—because it gave him present trouble. In go- 
vernments il! administered, public wants lead the way, but pri- 
vate poverty follows close after; and when both happen toge- 
ther, which must always be the case at last,—then js ruin near 
at hand.— Dr. Charles D’ Avenant. Essays upon Peace at 
Home, and War abroad, 1704, | 


7, 


A429, Should once the world resolve t’abolish 
All that’s ridiculous and foolish, 
It would have nothing left to do— 
‘I’ apply in jest or earnest to, 
No business: of importance—play— 
Or state—to pass its time aWay. 


Samuel Butler. Miscellaneous Thoughts. 1660. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARP. 


~~ eee 


The Black Dwarf to Sir John Sewell, Chairman of 
the Nociety of Conspiratars agaons st the Pressy-and 
purse-holder to attorney Murray! 


THE KNIGHT A REAL MAN—ADVICE TO HIM—-MURRAY 
RUN MAD! 


—-oe 


Dear Knight of the long Fee Tables, 

~ Pardon me for being so familiar with thee, 
and thy familiar Murray! for thou art deur indeed, 
having cost the country probably more than a host of 
able-bodied Switzers, at the price these heroes were for- 
merly disposed of to an elector of Hanover, who thought 
himeelf King of E ngland, and who sadly wanted to be 
ing of America! So then, thou art not a mere mush- 
room of the day! . Thou hast not been pinched into a 
momentary knighthood, out oP a wisp of straw. ‘Thou 
art a real man, standing erect upon two legs, with a 
pair of arms, and hands not deficient of a single finger ! 
And thou art net a blockhead neither, nora ‘simpleton, 
nor a gothamite, nor a bedlamite; and I have to recant 
all my mistaken opinions about thee, and own thee for a 
two-legged unfeathered animal, which was Plato’s deh- 
nition of a-man, illustrated by Diogenes, by stripping a 
cock of his feathers, and taking it into the midst of Plato’s 
pupils, exclaimed * Behold your master’s man!” But 
thou art not a cock—at least not a yame cock, for I find 
thou art, or rather wert a judge! God save ‘us! Y es, 
avery judge? A wit ence asked— 

What are the priests, where monkeys are the Gods? 


And I am half afraid some bitter wag may ask thee, 
What were the men, where thou couldst be a judge! 


However, I must report all to thy credit that meets my 
ear; and thou mayest not be much the more creditable 
either. They tell me, then, Sir John, that at Malta, (so 

hou hast travelled too) thou were a pedge! —nay, be not 
angry, | canne? avoid laughing ! of the Admiralty 
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eourt! PE knesw this was thy awesforfane, nol thy fale, 
Thou couldst not help it! If fate thrust wv reatness upon 
thy shoulders, thou couldst not help it. Had fortune 
made thee a king, thou must have buckled fortune 
to thy back, for thy head, [ fear, is not sufficiently 
case- hardened to bear the weight of such accumulated 
dignity? But, who made thee a judge! I know 
that offices are made for men, not men for offices ; 
and yet such an office had hardly bcen made for 
thee! ‘Thou must have had it presented to thee at 
secoud hand, from some broken speculator in judg- 
ments. Neither could it be made for thee, or thou for 
it. Jt must bave found its way inte thy keeping, as the 
candlestick found its way into the watchman’s pocket, 
tHe did not steal it—he was too honorable; but if it fell . 
mto his possession while he slept, it was his to thank 
yrovidence, and make the most of it, and not disturb 
timself with impertinent enquiries! And thou didst 
make the most of thy god-send—for a god-send a judg- 
ment must be to thee, if the papers say true. Thou 
wert aware that judges generally made fortunes :—and 
mistaking the end for the means, thou settest about 
making a fortune. The table of fees exhibited in thy 
court—thy Admiralty Court at Malta, is said to have 
heen a pertect miracle. Long bills are no rarity with 
the profession ; and in - Admiralty Courts they vegetate 
much more extensively than in most other courts: and I 
have been often amuscd by hearing officers who had been 
in the trap say, that it was not worth the while to send a 
prize into court, for the sbip and cargo would not pay 
the costs of her condemnation! This, I understand, and 
fj have heard something of these matters, was a common 
occurrence; and that officers have frequently been 
brought in debtors for considerable sums, for havi ing cap- 
tured small vessels! This was a good, and easy method 
fer judges and proctors to make fortunes by the loss of 
the seaman who made the captures, and the sine of the 
offiver, for not having captured ; prize rich enough to 
pay the land sharks their quota. | suppose, Sir John, it 
might be in sucha school you were qualified ; for the 
papers say it was during the period you held the office of 
judge al Malta. the table of fees exhibited in your cour 
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(for d could not be a court of justice where law was 
sold so dear) so provoked Lord Coehrane, that he tore 
it to pieces, and trampled it under foot! Livery journal 
rontains this paragraph, so advantageous to your repu~ 
tation, and so illustrative of your Quia otic loyalty! This 
list of fees, his lordship said was nearly fifty feet, or 
fifty yards long; so that whether you _knew any thing 
about the law or not, you knew it was a good thing, and 
were determined not to bring it into discredit, by selling 
it at too low arate! Price is every thing. Your true 
blood of fashion would suspect he was cheated, if asked 
a low price for the most valuable gem. He must be 
mMNpos sec upon, to be kept UpON § coad terms with himself, 
A preper attention to this principle is the grand. secret 
with your quacks of all sorts. Even your common 
inountebank is obliged to account for the low rate on 
which he offers his remedies, by the affection he feels for 
his countrymen, lest he should be deemed a cheat for 
offe ering medicine at the price of brick-dust ; while he 
laughs in his sleeve at selling his commodities al three or 
four hundred per cent, more than their real worth. 

Now, Sir John, let me ask you a question, or two, 
in) what did your loyalty oreginale? From what seed 
chick it criginally spring, “and to what séze, bas it reall 
grown ? Is it too big for your waistcoat, like the lo yalty 
of the City knight, whose. place I ve niured to hint you 
hud usurped.* "Or does it fill your mouth so full you 
cannot speak ? Or has it stopped up your ears, or thrown 
dust ip your eyes, or choaked your common senae? Or 
does it bud out in a more recent fas! Non, and spread 
ever your brows in all the pride of antlers lipt with 
zold! [should much lke to understand its nature, 
though Lam aware it is a fungus of no value— 


Pretty in amber to observe the forms, 
Of crabs, and dirt, of hairs, and straws, and worms, 
‘Khe things we know are netther rich, nor rare, 

But wouder how the devil they came there! 


—— a re ergs 


* | was observing that Sir W. Curtis, as ** the head of the Silly 
‘Club of the City,’ should have been cock of the walk, on the oc- 
casion when Sir Joho was perched highest re the dunghil ; but one 
of his see exclaime ee Come, cone, fair play’s “a jewel. Sic 
«W. ig uot guch an —--, neither!” 
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Not but thai the loyalty may be very good loyalty for’ 
vou—aea your coat may be a “good coat, and curiously 


cut; and the cutting m ght neve ertheless suit'no one ele! 
Fashion and fortune rule the workt. Had you been born 
when other virtues were predominant, you might have 
wandeéted barefoot through the world, and laid up at last 
in.a workhouse, or a hospital. As it is, fort unately for 
you, you my loll in your easy chair, sip your Wine, and 
seo better men mare hing there. You are on the upper 
side of the wheel ; but had you not better take care you 
do not full off! stoute r, and wiser men have had that 
mistortune ; and sending all the facobins in the country 
to prison, may not prevent your finding your OWN Way 
there at last! “ What busy devil, or what meddling 
chance,’ made you turn political Quixote, and set out 
with Squire Murray for a Sancho Panza! You bave as 
httle of the valour of the one, as your law admirer has of 
the laughable humour of the. other! for the surly treat- 
ment of Mr. Thelwall is a sufficient proof of the means 
by which he recommends himself to his patrons. Sid- 
mouth himself, however, will seorn the vulgar indecency 
of bis conduct. The minister is a centleman i in his man 
ners. It is the curse of all our imitators to copy the 
blemishes, without the beauties of the original. There is 
a degree ot bad policy in useless and personal persecu- 
tion, which all our ministers carefully shun ; and though 
they may not be displeased that their minions, and those 
who would be their minions, commit flagrant outrages 
which they are too cunning to commit themselves, they 
caunnot but despise this mode of paying court to the 
worst feelings of human nature. Many were found to 
defend Sidmouth’s violation of the laws—but there was 
only one who could daugh at the tortures to which the 
victims were devoted—and that ene, thank Heaven, has 
no prospect of making Mr. Murray Solicitor to the Home 
Department. I shall not, however, here enlarge upon 
the merits of Attorney Murray. [am told he has ex- 
perienced the sweet satisfaction of feeling that all the 
parties he has attacked, despise him too much to feel any 
hatred for him; and he has the further consolation of 
muapectiag, that in the deepest dungeons to which they 
ay be sentenced. the contempt in whie *h the Vv held hin 
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will not be at all diminished. To be sure he has the ad- 

ditional pratification (o know that he will not bear his 
blushing honours without company. You, Sir John, are’ 
his associate ; and to all the benefits before enumerated, 

you may lay claim to an adequate moiety ; except that 
you have not yet had an opportunity of ‘shewing that 
your hatred of Reformers is 30 deep rooted, as not onty 

to crush them under the ponderous hammer of your per- 
verted law, but to stick pins in their sides, before they 

are finally dispate ‘hed. Mr. Murray. of whose preten-- 
sions to the characters of a gen tleman no one can doudt, 

is mew to his office. If he will enquire at ‘the 
office of the Solicitor of the Treasury, he will find 
that Mr. Maule, and Mr. Bouchier, (though 1 must 
not endanger their reputation by my praise,) con- 
duct themselves like gentlemen in their department -to- 

wanis those they prosecute. 1 have had’ some trifling 

dealings with those gentlemen, and though [could ex- 

pect no favour, ] have never seen, nor heard of, any in- 
stance in which they used any unnecessary rigour, nor 
rendered the severity of their “business heavier by the 
weight of their caprice. Poor Mr. Murray should keep 
his temper. Perhaps, however, he has none—perhaps 
he is waiting to see what temper it may be most advan- 
tageous to wear—but then, in the interim, he should not 
play the fool. Do give him a lesson upon ’ urbanity , Sir 
John. Tell him that it is quite enough to look after the 
fees—that he can charge as much for civility, as for sa- 
vage insolence. If you are incompetent to this duty, 
any of the tip-staves of the court will supply your place. 
I begin to suspect too, that Mr. Murray knows as little 
of the law, ax he does of decent manners—and that he is 
Not much more of a lawyer than of a gentleman. The 
demand of forty-eight hours notice, you, Sir John, as.a 
judge, (though: a queer one) ought to know is to enable 
partiesto enquire into the validity of bail*, where the par- 
ties are unknown; but when the bail offered, i is such as 
to supercede enquiry v, , the delay being useless is not legal ; 


CS ewe ee ae a 








_—— 





* Mr. Theiwatl, hearieg a ill had been found against him, éi- 
rected Mr. VY av ward, his altery ey, to inform this Murray that ba: ; 
was téuds ta be put iy. No answer was returned. It was too tate 
bo give nobice Of tral dail the Monday, this being Saturday + ane & 
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and for any unnnecessary harrassing the party has hie 
remedy in the spirid of the law, though it might be diffi« 
cult to find it in practice. Hang it. Sir John, if you 
will go to law, vet a decent lawyer for your- factotum— 
ene who can took wise, if he is not—one who can talk 
smoothly, however harshly he may act. Give us good 
manners in our political execution:—we say with 
Pierre— 
‘Captain, you shouid be a gentleman of honor! 
Keep off the rabb/e—let us have room to entertain our fate, 


And die with decency !”’ 
Since quartering is dispensed with in cases of high trea- 
son, do not let this Murray mangle the feelings which be 
should lave sense enough to respect. He may arrest a 
thousand, if he pleases, without one cross word, on his 
part, or one angry laok on ours. He must not think 
there is any terror in his face, or ia his indictments!— 
The reformers consider all these things,—as— 
‘© A tale told by an ideot, 
‘¢ Full of sound and fury, signifying nothing !” 

Before he makes any further appearance in his character 
of Jackal to your association, get him into some quarter, 
soften his crabbed humour, with a goblet of wine, and 
make him believe that it is not either wit, or wisdom, to 
go grinning about, as if he wished to eat up, all those he 
ia only commissioned to arrest. He may fill his purse 
fast enough, with the money of your subscribers, by 
taking it with the smirking air of a petit maitre, instead 
ef growling and grasping like a bear! By the bye, Sir 
John, where did you pick up this fellow! Not in any 
of the usuat haunts of the profession; for he told Mr. 
Hayward, the very respectable solicitor of Mr. Thelwall, 
that ‘ he was not in the habit of meeting him!” Now, 





few hours afler notice of bail had been given. Mr. 'T. wasarrested, 
at his coltage at Brixton, while at dinner with his wife, hisdaugb- 
ters, and his pupils, as he observes, -* that this secretary of a self- 
** constituted inquisition might pucker his ferret eves, and exult, 
“and grin, with most Auman like satisfaction over the delecta- 
«* ble ideaof compelling his victim tv endure eight-and-forty hours — 
‘« of unnecessary and degrading tmprisonment.’’ Mr. T. was con- 
fined allnight ; but Mr. Justice Holroyd was not disposed to gratify 
Murray by insisting on the notice of bail, and he was compelled, 
very reluctantly, to permit bail to be entered. 
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if he had much practice, and was in the habit of meeting 
respectable company in the profession, he must have met 
with Mr. Hayward, who has much practice, and is very 
generally hacen. "Is there not some trickery in his ap- 
pointment. I have heard of associations formed expreinly 
for the purpose of finding employment for favorites, as 
collectors, surveyors, secretaries, &c. &c. Is Mr. Mur- 
ray in this predicament 2 ? Has this society been got up, 
merely to furnish him employment? was he some kaight- 
less clerk, who had no means of forming a connection, 
without this aid? Is the five thousand pounds the ca- 
pital on which he trades, with all your ventures of loy- 
alty as the freight? From his uncouth mode of doing 
business, one might be induced to guess something of 
this ; but that Mr. Hayward reminded him that they 
had met once; anda client of Mr. Hayward had lost 
some hundreds of pounds by following Murray’ s imma- 
culate advice! So that he has been in business for him- 
self; but if he conducted it all in the same manner, he 
might have lost his clients, and you, out of respect for 
his misfortunes, might have raised the subscription to set 
him going again! J dare say you are a charitably dis- 
posed knight, and feel it a duty to help others to a taste 
of the fees, of which your bill of fare contained full fifty 
yards! Adieu, once more. I[ have given you some 
good advice—~and when I have learnt more of your his~ 
tory, | may resume my correspondence. As your mo- 
desty might prevent you from doing yourself justice, in 
memoirs of yourself, { shall apply to the public for such 
anecdotes of your progress in public life, as may have 
wandered into the world. It is my intention to chronicle 
the deeds of your society; and in handing its memory 
down to after ages, I would fain do you ample justice. 
Any omission, therefore, that you would have the kind- 
ness to supply, would receive my warmest thanks. 
With the most sovereign contempt for your 
Crusade against the Press, I remain, 


THE BLACK DWARE. 


P.S. I forgot to notice that Murray has run mad— 
absolutely mad ;—and that it will be for the credit of the 
Society to put him in a strait waistcoat, without loss of 
time. He has absolutely lost his wits in the importance 
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of its elevation. dis brain is turned. [fle actually 
thinks you “a John, istead of Svr John; and the 
Bridye Street House, to be St. Stephen’ sC hapel ! You 
know, ] suppose, he indicted Mr. Thelwall for “ a se. 
“ ditivus libel,” with intent to seduce his Majesty’s liege 
subjects from their duty, and bring the government into 
contempt! and when the bail was oilered, he told the 
Judge Mr. T. had published “ a stzf/ neal atrocious 
© dibel’.—Upou what, Sir Joho ?—upon what, think 
you 7 ? Why. in truth, upon— fhe on sistedanmoal As. 
** sociation !” Thus your association is at once elevated 
by this madman into a “ fourth estate” of the realm, 
before which Kiag, Lords, Commons, Constitution, and 
Judicature, ‘* hide their diminished heads!” Do Sir 
John, get him home, or he wiil bite the Judge, snap at 
the Jury, and absolutely devour the accused ! ‘Get him 
home, j say. He out- Herod’s Herod. A little nonsense 
is expected from such a man; and may be endured—but 
“ stark, staring madness— it is too much.” A little sea- 


soning of salt is well enough, but to dine in a salt-cellar 
is the d—I! 
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TO CORRESPONDEN TS. 


The term of imprisonment to which Sir F. Burdett was sentenced 
expired yesterday. His confinement for having dared to publish 
the honest conviction of his soul, will not be hkely to iesseo his 
zea} on his motion for an enquiry into the berrible slaughter which 
occasioned his admirable letter. 

Grammar.—Mr. Lew, late of Coventry, and now imprisoned 
in Oakham Gaol, for two years, for republishing an essay from 6 
London journal, ‘which was never prosecuted, ‘has employed kis 
leisure hours, in the compilation of a ‘Grammar of. the English 
language, it is intended to be comprised in. six, six-penny 
numbers, three of which are now published, hy Dolby, ta. the 
Strand. We have not had leizure to examine the vatue of the 
great oumber of varieties which he offers;. but as we are aware of 
his extensive knowledge oa the subject, we cau confidently re- 
commend it to the perusal of our readers. When the whole is 
before us, we shall nutice it again. ‘The circumstagcecs under 
which it is written will obtain for it a cousiderable degree of pa- 
tronage : as his prosecutions (being also a defendant with Major 
Cartwright, &c., at Warwick) have completely destroyed his pre- 
seat means of existence. and rendered bin evtirely, dependent on 
his ae The Squib called the Chronictes of Abomileca, Kiog of 
the Isles, is also attributed to Mr. Lewis. | 

Received.—The Essay on Standing Armies—MutiousCaat ee- 
tore, S., and vasious other communications. 











a ~ "<* ” OFFICIAL: MODESTY. | as. 
EXHORBITANT PAYMENT OF PUBLIC SERVANTS. 
pols eae -—-- ; . 
a The: Chaucedlor of the Exchequer said it was well Kunewn that .the 
*taicohe held was pot over- pan.” 
: Debute in Eke House of Commons, May 2,/18Qt.. 
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Mr, Vansitlartanade this modest declaration, on Wednesday bast, 
on, SOME QUESTION of Mr. Hunroe’s relative to the fecs of the. Meche. 
quer department ; when a gradt was moved, and passed, of no less 
than 95,000}. “to cover the fees paid into the -Exchequer for 
' iasues of money fer the army services.” This voteis hardly un- 
telligihie. Mr. Hume objected to it as most preposterous that the 
pubsec should be eailed upon to pay fees for the disbursemest of the 
public anoncv, by public officers, whe are already paid tnore than 
eaouph for all the public services they render. This remark called 
bp Sir C. Long, who stated, that ** the fees payable on issues from 
th ihe Lacheguer on account of the arimys were portly handed NVer 
25 sertain afice’s, whose property they were; and the remaindce 
wont ta the ceasolidated fund!” Now there isan act of parlia- 
meht directing thut fwea-tkirds of the fres misable on such issies 
should be pasecd aver to the consolidated fund, and: it seems: to 
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Besides fecs in the F«chequer department ; as this richt honour- 
able gentleman is cue of the officers whose property a parcel of 
their fees are, if Sir C. Long is worthy of credit! - And say that thie 
makes the sum total £8,000 per annuin; besides. the patronage 
of his office, which enables him to provide for all his friends, snd 
to quarter a sufficient number of dependants besides upon the pub- 
bic ; and we shall find a price paid for the talents aud services of a 
very ordinary rman, that might satisfy the well regulated comforts; 
and eveu luxuries of a great number of families. 
_ It is a common evasive cant upon this subject, to say that if 
those men who serve the public, on such moderate terms were to 
employ themselves in trade, er other avocations, they would be 
able to obtain a great deal more! ‘They are, however, much too 
cunning to try; and stick close as leeches to that business which 
they know will pay them. Nothing can be more preposterous than 
such anargument. Itisfonnded on the admitted tact, that some 
few fortunate individuals have made cnormous fortunes by lacky 
speculations:~-and it is presumed, all our statesmen would be 
Whittingtons, if they did not prefe? drucging in the public employ 
as servants, instead of setting up business on their own account 
But if it were admitted that talent would always find a profitable 
market, it would follow that you must find the talent, as well as 
the men; and nineteen twentieths of ali our precious bunglers ia 
policy have been only remarkable for that instinctive habit of the 
es of finding their way underground to the Treasury vaults! 
‘here could they appear, with any chance of success, in the 
ordinary walks of life? Take Mr. Pitt out of the list of public 
servarits, for the whole period of his political career, and you will 
hardly find another in his party, who could have made a tolerable 
livelihood at the bar! In any other profession, except they had 
opened chandlers’ shops, it is certain they must have starved, un- 
Jess fortune; who leaves the able to shift for themselves, had lield 
herself bound to be a kinder mother to her imbecile offspriag. 
The proposition, however, that talent is sure of success, in the 
walks of commerce, or in the liberal professions, is by no means 
correct. Talent will sometimes force its way through the barriers 
that official gravity, or the formal affectation of pretended wis- 
dom may set up; and rise to an eminence where it may sport 
with the caprice of fortune. These are but rare occurrences. The 
wealthy are seldom the wise; the shower falls where the cloud 
breaks, whether on the barren hill, or on the fertile valley; and 
talent often pines in the dependency upon the labour to provide 
for the existence of the passing day. The uncertainty of affice 
is given as another reason why it should be abundantly paid ! This 
is to argue that a premium should be conferred upon incapacity, 
or knavery :—and has altogether little weight, since it has been 
discovered that talent is not at all necessary in a British administra- 
tion; and that those who can do nothing else, are fit tu couduct the 
business of the state, with a House of Commons whose * blind 
‘. confidence” requires no reason for what it is requested to per- 
orm. 


To returu to the particular instance of the Chancellor of the 
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Exchequer, who so modestly informs us his office is not overpaid. 
He receives annually the interest of one hundred and sixty thou- 
sand pounds, at five per cent! Where would he have accumulated 
a tythe of such acapital? Had he commenced life with the pos- 
session of such a sum, and have been condemned to the circum- 
stances in which himself and his colleagues have placed the com- 
inercial world, he might have lost it all, and have been hastening to 
the parish workhouse, as fast as his broken heart would tet him. 
He holds four offices; cach of which, we have no hesitation in 
saying, pays such a man most amply—for all the setvices he can 
perform. in such cases, where there is no pretence for giving eight 
thousand, or more, a year for one office, the trick is practised 
of appearing to swell the offices; mérely to extend the emolu- 
ments of the party: The duties of the Chancellor of the Exche. 
quer, if properly discharged, would leave no time for an atten- 
tion to the duties of other offices. Thus nominal offices are cre- 
ated. There are no duties performed by Mr. Vansittart; as a lord 
of the Treasury, or under treasurer of the Treasury, or commis- 
sioner for Indian affairs, beyond a casual attendance; which might 
as well be dispensed with. If there were real, and important 
duties to be performed, it is evident they must be divided among 
four persons; and it is equally evident they would supply four 
persons with all the decent or necessary luxuries of life; so that 
if the Chancellor of the Kxchequer has to reconcile to his 
conscience, the receipt of his four salaries, besides fees, without 
discharging any essential duty in more than one office, the sa- 
lary of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, a8 such, is quite enough 
for him. Wi‘h the fees it could not be less than 3,0001. per annum. 
The cate of his friends and family is removed from his shoulders. 
There is the public hobby-horse upon which they can be all per- 
manently mounted; at his pleasure, with sufficient appointments. 
And, if he manage his cards well, he may obtain a pensiofi for 
himself, when he retires. It is quite true that he is not so exhor- 
bitantly paid as some of hia friends; but the prevaletice of the 
abuse does not entitle him to make a_ merit of his share in it, 
which is sufficiently large. The American President has but 5,0001. 
per anoum :—while an English Chancellor of the Exchequer, who 
is Det necessarily at a fourth part of the expense, not only thinks, 
but has the modesty to state, that eight thousand peunds is not 
too much for his puny efforts at playing the statesman! Let him 
search the abodes of misery iu our manufacturing districts, and 
tell this tale to the poor, miserable beings, who toil from sua-rise 
to sun-set for their wretched pittance of oatmeal, and water; or po- 
tatoes and salt! Let him tell the manufacturers, starving, with 
their families upon a few shillings a week, that he is not overpaid, 
while be devours of the public stock what would make one hun- 
dred and stxty poor families taste of coiforts to which they must 
never aspire ; and that thesum which is more than twice that 
number of the laborious part of the population can obtain, (and out 
of which they have besides to return half again in taxes) is not too 
much for this model of modest Chancellors, A very reverend gen- 
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Hleman, come weeks ance, observed that fen shiilines a weet 
quite coougl by for the wants of a labouring man, and his family 

and he had the hardihood to censure some landholders who were 
Saving $0 meting mMiore, as fea rcliag extravacant bab bits to the 
wwperious classes. Will the Chanceilor - colt ‘ct these people to- 
vether, and vravely tell them that etyht thousand a year, oras 
much as more then Uhree hundred Secnilies of their rank in society 
can obtam, ts pel tev muck for bimse'l, wiih the power of pro 
vidiily for ail tris dapendents yestdes, Out of Lie Bi ublie PUPS, by his 
oficial influence! He would not dare te utter this mockery of 
reason in aay other assemlny thay the House of Commons, where 
those who expes t, are induced to be very leurent tosvards those 
who cajoy. We really hope that Mr. Taine wi! not in future 
euffer such positious to be taken, without overthrowing them , 
Public servants are notlo he the jadzes of what they ought to 
receive. Hf that were the case, the master of a parish ‘work. 
house might think himself, (and net without reason) as weil de 
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A 106. share ef the Waterloo-bridge is now worth only 181 
pul aloul. share of the Mow River is worth abeul 4,0004. 
which is regulated by the yearly interest. ‘These shares, are 
shares of somelaing, but what are the par ament shares, 
hare sof Why, truly nothing, buf scraps of este Paving 
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,500,0001. is received by the sinking fund conimissioners 
who are under the “eng of the ministers; and we know 
not what becomes of this amount, and the balance ef taxes, 
é&c. Coiiected, except in ; Nee items:— Civil lisi, pensions, 
army, navy, ordnanee, secret service money for the help of 
foreteners (alias despotism) in distres 55 &c. ft is quite certain 


quarterly (pet eoualls mine ihe funcholders: and 


inat the sink: ium commissioners make but small purchas es out of © 
their large rece:pt of 16,500,000]. "The produce of the taxes 
may Le under 50,000,000, ; but this appears to be the sum laid 
on, and whatever comes i, is expended in sonie way or othez. 
Wi hen the minister is short on the dividend day, the Bank no 
doubt assists ; and the sinking iund gentlemen can be put off 
afew days, until Johu Buli drinks ; and smoke s, a littie more, 
And su jong as they can lirst pay the public, and then pay 
chemselves, and friends, the shins will goon. You see the 


subi fundholders requires but 29,060,851 OL out of . 50,000, 0001, 
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When a man buys his goods much too dear, the conclusion is, 
that he never infends to pay for them. Then what shall we 
say of the minister, who to keep up the farce of 3 per cent, re- 
¢eived on many loans only S591. money for 1001. share of stock, 
thereby pledging (the lord knaws whe) to pay 1001. for 591. 
The current idea is, that because the interest of money is now 
5 per cent, the par of the 3 per cents is 601. but the pledges for 
these last 20 years, are like all the former, from the first down 
to the last, for 1001, money each share, at 3 per share interest, 
and this ig why the minister always borrowed in the 3 per 
cents. The great monied folks said---“ this will be a bargain, 
1001. hence for 59 or 601. now.” Thiswasthe grand bait which 
the small folks (nine-tenths of the nation) never understood, 
nor do they to this day, Could repayment be ever expected 
on these terms? Mind this, that redemption is not In fact re- 
payment, because we are all taxed for this very redemption. 
Part of the debt has been taken out of the market into the 
keeping of the ministers, who receive the dividends and expend 
them as they think proper. 

If a loan was wanted now, the minister would most likely 
ceceive 7Ol. fora 1COl. share, but this share would only pay 
Sl. interest, which is under 5 per cent for the actual money. 
The shares are not national shares; though the interest is 
wational, because the taxes, &e. pay it, but no taxes could be 
laid on, or levied, sufficient to pay the principal, and from this 
we may all conclude that repayment was never contemplated. 
If any of the shareholders should enter our dwelling for repay- 
ment, we will soon let them know, that the people’s property is 
not pledged to any such extent. There is not so much asa 
stone that they could touch for the principal, or indeed inte- 
rest; andin this respect they are not so well off as the Water- 
loo-bridge shareholders. For there is a bridge, which might be 
pulled to pieces for them; or it may remain, and people must 
pay for gong over. All the taxes that could be devised would. 
not long support the present state of things in time of peace-~ 


* War has laid the burden on the rukng state, 
“* And peace does nothing but increase the weight." 


“ Sighing millions prophecy, a close,” amongst which are, 
Sir, Yours, &c. 
Two RES. 
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|MPRISONMENT AND RUIN WETHOUL OFFENCE, 





We cannot avoid calling the attention of our réaders to the 
following instance of unmerited suffermg. There is vot, per- 
haps in the kingdom, a more honest, industrious, and deserving 
individual than the writer ; ; who was fined 100/. by the Excise, 
for manufacturing breakfast power. ‘The fine was mitigated, as 
it was called, to 251. ; ; which he was quite as ineompetent to 
pay as the 1000. ; —so that the pretended mitigation was no 
mitigation at all. We cousider these proceedings as grossly 
consurable ; for the law was never understood to apply to such 
cases; and if it had applied, which it does not, still an error 
from mere iguorance should have been overlooked. 





Sir,—The time has at length arrived, when my expectations 
have been realized. I have been sei ze by the same lawless 
-———— who at first deprived me of the articles requisite in 
the manufacture of my breakfast powder; and b am now a pri- 
soner in his Majesty’s gaol at Stafford. My household furni- 
ture and shop tools (though little) have been all seized, to sa- 
tiate the appetice of my persecutors ; —thus am I situated, my- 
self and family in a moment ruined, for endeavouring to obtain 
a scanty, but.an honest livelihood, in the midst of starvation, 
inisery, anu oppression, which every where surrounded us. My 
life hitherto has been spent in the study of my business; but 
since that has failed, I have discovered it is a sin to attempt 
any thing else ; and when our pockets fail being of service, we. 
are considered objects worthy only of hot displeasure ; and, 
dungeons ate pointed out as our future abode. It is indeed our 
misfortune to live at a time when our laws are no longer a pro- 
lection to immocence and industry ; and those who are opposed. 
io “ powers that be,”’ sink bencath the ponderous weight of 
unmerited persecution ! With a mid. unshaken, 1 am still the 
same; and while conscious virtue reigns within my bosom, the 
dungeon shall never make mc s sacrifice the principles L profess, 
and which every honest man ought to embrace, if he wish to 
live a freeman, and noi to die a ‘slave. 

Subscriptious are opencd in aid of my deliverance from the 
hauds of my inveterate enemies; ard Mir. Clark, iron-founder, 
Morselev- field’s, Wolverhampton, has most generously come 
imrward AS Treasurer, where all donations wail be thankfuliy 

CiINe (| ; 

Premain, yours, Xe, 


PMOMAS WORTH. 
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cates of LIBKEY aid Pan bs OF MAN cuonld recollect, 
that they canpoi fetute cre: 
Corrupt men should reeetcct. that itis case to see that they 
want fo support that system of error and jonesition, that say | 
worts them, aud that they cannot beur the tratl 
High priests, and cremitaries in eyers chuscl: should rece! 
lect, that their leader and oiaster (Cas they caéf hime Cpris:, 


iived an exactly opposite Jife to theirs, and that the peeple 
can see a difference betwecn Cliistanity, and corruption, 

ihe oppressor inevery country, should recollect, that he nay 
speedily lie at the mercy of the oppressed. 

The people sueuld recollect, fo think for themselves; and 
that when they do not, they ave the worst of slaves; and fur- 
ther they should recollect to place ne confidence many men 
but those, Who are “ bol¢ enough fo he lronest, anu hen st - 
‘cnoug lh do be bold.” 


Ponted and Vablished by ‘RP. J. WOOhKR. té. Flect Street. 
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